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A TAX ON KNOWLEDGE 


N some respects the Australian Commonwealth Government has made conditions 
easier for educational institutions than our own Government has so far done; 
and that in spite of the many notable advances which have been made in New 
Zealand of recent years. Primage duty, however necessary as an economy measure, 
was recognised as long ago as the middle of 1932 as a tax which should not be 
applied to literature. A vigorous campaign was undertaken by Mr. W. H. Ifould, 
Chief Librarian of the Public Library of New South Wales, in the daily press, and 
ranged under the banner of his crusade, he finally was able to point to 
The Australian Library Association, 
Institutes Association of South Australia, 
University of Adelaide, 
South Australian School of Mines, 


Society of Arts, 

Graduates’ Association, 

Kindergarten Union of South Australia, 

Teachers’ Institute, 

Women Graduates’ Association, 

British Medical Association, 

Approaching the Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons, a deputation in February, 1932, 
was met by a refusal. The Prime Minister said that the financial future of Aus- 
tralia was sufficiently disquieting to make it imperative that the Government should 
make every effort to reach budgetary equilibrium, which was the principal consider- 
ation. The Minister for Customs, who introduced the deputation, pointed out that 
it was of rather a simple character, in so much as it represented, either directly or 
indirectly, the whole of the educational authorities of Australia. Schools, colleges, 
universities, learned societies, public libraries and the sew | public were all inter- 
ested in the case which the deputation was to put forw The authorities had 
attempted to discriminate between the various classes of literature in the hope of 
being able to exempt useful matter from the operation of the tax, but had been 
involved in a great deal of trouble without success. 


Further consideration, however, enabled the Prime Minister, whose reception 
of the deputation had not been at all unfavourable, to see his way clear to i 
the request which had been made to him in so far as it related to books 

The position in New Zealand to-day is as it was six years ago in the Common- 
wealth, with one difference. In New Zealand to-day economic conditions are not the 
same as they were in 1931 and 1932 in Australia. What justification there may have 
been for the continuance of the primage tax in Australia at that time does not now 
exist in this country. The tax, so far as it relates to books and periodicals in New 
Zealand, probably does not yield very much, but there can be no doubt that it has 
resulted in a decrease in imports, and has been costly in collection. Learning has 
been one of the many things upon which our isolation has laid an automatic tax. 
Books are never easy to acquire, and in New Zealand are very expensive. They are 
the essential tools of education in the school, in the university and in life itself. And 
if students are unable to buy books at reasonable rates, they should at least be able 
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valuable scholars, but the ultimate loss will fall 


heavily upon the whole community. Mr. 
Siouhl> Gilther peattdin tight sat « y to the 
members of our present House of 
tives in New Zealand, but perhaps they did 
apply in the campaign which he was conduct- 
ing: “The pity of it is that many politicians 
know nothing of books as information—a book 


magazines. 

them are merely luxuries to be taxed, not prime 
necessities in our struggle for national welfare, 
and it may be for national survival.” 


priority of attention. 
New Zealand technical men and students 


ing of a democracy. Both these classes are 
threatened with deterioration, because the 
hibitive price of books denies their aie 
for personal use to all but the rich. Public in- 
stitutions have had to curtail their purchase of 
literature drastically, and the llers are 
unable to keep their stocks up to date. 

When the word “book” is mentioned, many 
people instinctively think of novels, but even 
were the sale of fiction alone prejudiced by 
these levies, it would be unfortunate. While 
many novels are trash, many have great literary 
merit. As has been said before, most ages have 
their classical vehicle of expression. With the 
Elizabethans it was Drama, with the A 
satire in the herioc couplet, and in our time it 
is the novel. In this medium many of the fore- 
most contemporary writers embody their ideas 
on sociology, religion, politics and various 
problems and tendencies drawn from our daily 
existence. Anything that interferes with the 
advance of culture is to be condemned. Even 
in the most favourable circumstances, New 
Zealand suffers from her distance from the 
great centres of learning, investigation and 
creative effort in the fine arts. Our remoteness is 
apt to give us a narrow outlook and sense of 
parochial self-complacency. In the absence of 
closer contact we depend upon the printed 
word to preserve our perspective and maintain 
a standard of values. A measure which leads 
to fewer books being read is harmful. It is a 
fundamental principle that anything in the 
shape of a tax on knowledge is reactionary and 
mischievous, and these imposts, without being 
— with that intention, are taxes on know- 

edge. Taxes which impair the capacity of the 
public to buy books, or at any rate to hav 
made available to them with the mini- 
mum of effort on their own part, are very short- 
sighted and ill-advised. It is to be hoped that 
the Government will deal sympathetically with 
the efforts of the Association to have the prim- 
age tax removed from books imported by New 
Zealand libraries. 


BRANCHES AND SECTIONS. 


Library by the Librarian, Mr. H. N. Good, and, 
as the building has very recently been erected 
to accommodate the library, the general lay-out 
and appointments which have been extremely 
well carried out aroused a great deal of interest. 

The meeting arranged for the 18th July was 
held *s "the Library, ye University Col- 
lege, speaker for evening was Mr. 
-B- raeem, Sveny Sie “Auckland 
Mr. Dumbleton gave a talk on the sub- 
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ject of overseas literature and its influence on 
New Zealand readers. He dealt with his sub- 
ject in a very able manner and aroused a lot of 


controversial discussion. At the conclusion 
members were able to inspect the College 
library, and were most hospitably entertained 


by the Librarian, Miss Minchin, and her staff. 


CANTERBURY. 

Despite bad weather and illness, nearly thirty 
people attended the Branch’s meeting on Thurs- 
day, 28th July, at the St. Albans Public Library, 
for the informal debate on “subscription versus 
rate-supported libraries.” 

Probably the majority of the committee mem- 
bers and subscribers of the numerous independ- 
ent small public libraries in and around Christ- 


church believe that the best system of libraries 


is that at present in force—a “system” of inde- 
ndent competing libraries, voluntarily staffed 
by amateurs, providing only recreational read- 
(mostly popular fiction), and possessing no 
reference or bibliographical facilities to speak 
of. They contend that the vocational, inform- 
ational and cultural functions of a_ public 
library are no concern of any but the central 
library, which is itself competing for subscri 
tions, not controlled by the City, and only 
recently — agen to a small extent by 
the City; t the merging of the existing 
municipally subsidised small libraries into a 
unified system, and the advent of professional 
library assistants would be fatal, mainly on the 
grounds that people would then have to read 
what they were told, instead of allowing popu- 
lar demand to dictate selection policy, as now. 


The opposite opinion is that the control of 
the Canterbury Public Library should be taken 
over from the University by the City; that the 


Appeal for Chinese Libraries. 

The Chairman of the Executive Board of 
the Library Association of China has written 
suggesting that books which can be spared for 
the purpose of replenishing libraries destroyed 
during the current war should be sent to the 
Chinese Consul, Feng Wang, Esq., Bank of 
New Zealand Building, Manners Street, Wel- 
lington, C.1., for forwarding to China for 


distribution. 

An — already been broadcast 
through bulletin, but the following para- 
graphs from the Chairman’s letter and from a 
report which accompanied it are of importance: 





many independent libraries now receiving cash 
subsidies and occasional building expenditure 
from the City should be as a system 
of branches; that staffs should be supplemented 
by trained assistants from the central library; 
that the true functions of maga peng wane 
— emphasis; con- 
Sinn should’ be a service free to all resid- 

a as in England and elsewhere. 
ees Sew Oe eee ee 
ever, there is a f fixed; the two con- 
ceptions of the place o libraries in a commun- 
ity are radically opposed. And the animated 
discussion at the recent showed that it 
will be some time yet before there is sufficient 
reconciliation of views for Christchurch to lose 
its doubtful distinction of having a “unique” 

kind of library service. 


WELLINGTON. 


A symposium on children and literature was 
the feature at last month’s Wellington Branch 
meeting. Mr. C. R. H. Taylor introduced the 
subject by an historical survey of books read by 
children from the 18th Century to the present 
time, illustrated by a selection of early editions 
of many popular works. Miss K. Harvey dealt 
wa Ge wee Oe Se Oe De ee 
forming guiding habits o 
children, and discussed some of problems 
encountered. Mr. W. W. Mason gave a very 
interesting and full analysis of the ing of 
the adolescent, and members found m to 
comment on in the es in taste revealed by 
Mr. Mason’s work and the methods used in the 
selection of books. 

For the August meeting, Mr. E. C. Simpson 
has consented to give a talk on book illustra- 
tion, and as many members as possible are re- 


quested to be present. 


eliminated. 
_ “Not only are we concerned with 
age ermine capt 


; 
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The sixty-ninth annual report of the Turan- 
Public Library, ted by the librarian 
34 Faeeg A 
or juvenile rtment. This is due 
to the introduction of the School Librar- 
ies Scheme, as a result of which all primary 
school children of the borough are suppl'ed 


free reading matter at an age at which 
would otherwise be members of the Child- 


Library. This enlightened policy is bei 
<estenk te iar Ghosts hahdes Ghteres, at 


members than larger issue figures would have 
done. An increase in the adult membership 
over the last few years is shown, and an in- 
creased use of the reference department. 
King’s High School, Dunedin. ' 

The librarian (Mr. Basil Howard) has sent 


Interloan—adherences. 
Auckland Public Libtaries, Hawera Public 


» Lower Hutt Public Library, Whan- 
Proceedings. 


for the teeny e! the Ninth Conference at 
Wellington, as a different printer undertook the 


. 


work, but the general style is as sober, and it is 
hoped as harmonious, as on the last occasion. 
Most librarians are aware of the difficulty of 
getting good typographical work done where 
only li work is possible. Messrs. Hutch- 
eson, Bowman and Johnson are, it is felt, to be 
congratulated on an excellent pice of work. 


New Zealand Libraries. 


With this issue of the bulletin, Volume 2 of 
the new series begins. It is now twelve months 
since we made our first appearance in print, 
and the printed bulletin can now be considered 
well established. 


“A Shakespeare Commentary.” 


Mr. A. E. Baker, Borough Librarian, Taun- 
ton, England, has sent us with his compliments 
one copy each of Parts XIV., and XV., which 
complete Volume I., of his Shakespeare Com- 
mentary. Mr. Baker is a lific writer on 
literary subjects, and is well known for his 
works, particularly on Tennyson. The present 
parts are concerned with the Second and Third 
Parts of King Henry VI., and contain a genea- 
logical table showing the family of Edward IIL., 
and the Houses of York and Lancaster, and in 
addition the title page to the volume and the 
table of contents, which covers Julius Caesar, 
As You Like It, Macbeth, The Tempest, Ham- 
let, King Lear, King John, Merchant of Venice, 
Ri the Second, Henry the Fourth, Henry 
the Fifth, Henry the Sixth. Mr. Baker is to be 
congratulated on his careful and scholarly 
undertaking. 

Invercargill Public Library. 

The Librarian (Mr. H. B. Farnall) has sent 
us a copy of his annual report. Weekly talks 
are given over the air, and increased use of the 
Reference Department is shown. Country 
schools, at the request of the Board of Educa- 
tion, have been allowed to join the Juvenile 
Department, thus adding 689 to the roll. A 
large number of country schools are shown as 
having joined. 

Palmerston North. 

The Drama section of the Junior rtment 
of the Palmerston North Public Library is flour- 
ishing. A team was entered for the Manawatu 
Competitions. They performed a scene from 
“Toad of Toad’s Hall,” and in July the Juniors 
held a party, and fancy-dress competition, the 
dresses to represent a character from a book. 
The Library Committee was present, and the 
chairman and his wife (Mr. and Mrs. W. G. 
Black) judged the costumes, Topsy and Mar- 




















XUM 


NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 


Page Five 





Sharp and Dolly Varden. There was a great 
variety of characters, showing the interest the 
children take in their books. The Little Old 
Woman, a play in mime and dance, was pro- 
duced by a local dancing teacher, and was 
greatly enjoyed. This was followed by elocu- 
tionary items, songs and dances from the mem- 
bers and a party tea. 


Recognition for the Association. 


The report of the Minister of Education, the 
Hon. P. Fraser, to the House, remarks that in 
their several spheres the Workers’ Educational 
Association, the Association for Country Educ- 
ation, the New Zealand Library Association, 
Women’s Institutes and Women’s Division of 
the Farmers’ Union earned warm praise for the 
work they had done for the furtherance of 
adult education. It is most gratifying to realize 
that the official attitude towards the Associ- 


ation r izes some of the ideals which we 
have put before ourselves, and admits that we 
are striving to attain them. 


Council for Educational Research. 


The latest publication of the New Zealand 
Council for Educational Research, hitherto so 
vigorously directed by Dr. C. E. Beeby whose 
appointment as Assistant Director of Education 
is noted with satisfaction, is entitled “A School 
of Political Studies,” by J. C. Beaglehole. The 
publication is a brochure of 24 pages, excellent- 
ly produced and printed, and containing a most 
stimulating commentary on the proposal for a 
school of political studies. Dr. Beaglehole’s 
analysis takes us down to the first principles 
governing the desirability of the proposal, and 
his incisive and clear thought and honest ap- 
proach te a difficult subject make the pamphlet 
a delight to read. 


INTERLOAN SCHEME 


Member libraries of the Association which 
have informed the Honorary Secretary of their 
intention to join the system of inter-library 
lending sponsored by the Association, as des- 
cribed in “New Zealand Libraries,” Vol. 1, No. 
9, April, 1938, on page 69, may now purchase 
eg application and green reply cards 
w have been specially prepared. 

The postcards will, for the present at any 
rate, be sold only in lots of equal numbers of 
each of the two kinds. They can be obtained 
from the (Mr. J. Norrie), P.O. Box 
1529, Wellington. The prices, which include 
postage and packing, are:— 


s. d. 

25 of each (50 in all) to be sold at 1 6 posted 
50 ” ” ” 2 9 ” 
75 ” ” ” 4 0 ” 
100 ” ” ” 5 3 ” 
150 ” ” ” 7 6 ” 
200 ” ” ” 9 9 ” 
250 ” ” 20 
300 ” ” 14 3 
400 ” ” ” 18 0 ” 
500 ” ” ” 41 2 6 ” 
730 ” » & Be a 
1000 __—sé=»» » o £226 2 


The Honorary Secretary also has for sale 
gummed labels for addressing parcels at the 
special reduced library rate. 50 labels may be 
bought for 1s. 6d. 


SOME BIOGRAPHIES FOR CHILDREN 


Compiled by Miss K. E. Harvey. 
Libraries, 


ee aE See Work, Wellington Public 


and Miss D. M. Neal, Children’ 


Dunedin Public Library. 


(Unless otherwise noted, these biographies are intended for children from Form I. to Form IV.) 


ALCOTT, LOUISA 
Meigs, Cornelia. 
Story of Louisa Alcott 


BEETHOVEN, LUDWIG VAN 

Goss, Madeline. 

Beethoven, master musician. Illus. oS Wet 
leday, $2. 50 


Beethoven is portrayed as a lonely, sensitive im- 


genius. 


BONAPARTE, FRANCOIS CHARLES JOSEPH 

Hawthorne, Hildegarde. 

Phantom king, the story of Napoleon’s son. 
Appleton, 8/6. 


The life of the King of Rome, one of the little 
known children of history. 


BOONE, DANIEL 

White, S. E. 

Daniel Boone, wilderness scout. - Garden City, $1 
Boone as a frontiersman fought the Indians and 
explored Kentucky. He is as attractive and inter- 
esting to boys as Buffalo Bill Cody. 
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BYRD, RICHARD 
Green, Fitzhugh. 
Dick Byrd, air explorer - - - Putnam, 6/- 


Gladys. 
Story of Christopher Columbus. (Children’s Heroes 
series) - - - - Nelson, 1/3 


Christopher Columbus. The story of a great adventure. 
Oxford, $2. 


COOK, CAPT. JAMES 


Lang, J. 
Story of Capt. Cook. (Children’s heroes’ series). 
Nelson, 1/3 
Uniform with Imlach—Columbus. 


Wade, M. 
Boy who loved the sea - - 
Attractive both in form and style. 


CORTEZ, HERNANDO 
Wilson, Lawrence. 


Appleton, 3/6 


Story of Cortez, conqueror of Mexico. (Children’s 
heroes series) - - - Nelson, 1/3 

CROMWELL, OLIVER 

Marshall, H. E. 

Story of Oliver Cromwell (Children’s heroes series) 
Nelson, 1/3 

DRAKE, SIR FRANCIS 

Elton, O. 

Sir Francis Drake. (Children’s heroes series). 
Nelson, 1/3 

FABRE, JEAN HENRI 

Wade, M. 

The boy who found out - : Appleton, 6/- 

Doorly, Eleanor. 

The insect man. - *: : Heffer, 3/6 


These two lives of the French boy who 
became « famous naturalist exe beth equalyy well 
written. 


FRANCIS OF ASSISI, ST. 


Jewett, Sophie. 
God’s troubadour. The story of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Crowell, $2 
A ing introduction to the mediaeval saint, 


GORDON, GENERAL CHARLES GEORGE 


Lang, J. 

The story of General Gordon. (Children’s heroes 
series) : - : : Nelson, 1/3 

HAWTHORNE, NATHANIEL 

Hawthorne, Hildegarde. 

Romantic rebel - . - - Appleton, 8/6 


The story of the author of “Tanglewood tales” 
is here told by his grand-daughter. 


HENRY V., KING OF ENGLAND 
Strong, L. A. G. 


Steedman, D. . 
The story of Hereward. The champion of England. 
Harrap, 3/6 
Good correlative material for an English history 


Jeanne d’Arc - . - - Harper, 2/6 
The story of the Maid of Domremy told briefly 
and sympathetically for older girls. 


Paine, A. B. 

Girl in white armour - - McMillan, $2.50 
This book has been called the “finest short intro- 
ductory life of Joan of Arc for the boy or girl 
of eleven on.” 


Eaton, Jeannette. 
Young Lafayett - - $2.50 
fine book of the Revolutionary period in 
France and America with the and enthusi- 
asm of Lafayette pervading it. 
LAWRENCE, COLONEL T. E. 
Thomas, Lowell. 
Hutchinson, 3/6 


li Colonel Lawr - 
ee style but the most popular of the 
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LEONARDO DA VINCI 

Lewis, Lorna. 

Leonardo the inventor. (Horizon books). Nelson, 3/6 
A portrait of the versatile genius of the Renais- 
sance for children 12—15, bound as is the rest 
= oe Horizon series attractively and substant- 

y- 


LINCOLN, ABRAHAM 
Sey of divans 
Story of Abr Lincoln. (Children’s heroes). 


Nelson, 1/3 
Sandburg, Carl. 
Abe Lincoln grows up . - Harcourt, $2.50 
boyhood chapters from Sandburg’s “Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the prairie years.” 


LIVINGSTONE, DAVID 
Finger, Charles. 


David Livingstone - - Allen and Unwin, 7/6 


LONGFELLOW, HENRY WADSWORTH 
Hawthorne, Hildegard. 


The poet of — 4 House. gd story of Henry 
WwW h Longfellow. - Appleton 8/6 
A semester > older boys and girls. 


Pere Miaanatie, priest, pioneer, and adventurer. 
Doubleday, $1.50 
A calm and authentic review of Marquette’s life 
among the Indians of North America. 


NAPOLEON I., Emperor of the French. 
Marshall, H. E. 
one A of Napoleon - “ a - ger $1 
An interesting account of Napoleon soldier 
(Children’s heroes series). 
NELSON, VISCOUNT HORATIO 
Robert. 


Well written biography for older boys and girls Southey, 
by a Newbery medal winner. Life of Nelson’ - - Black, 5/- 
Golding, V Unreliable as bieguaphy, but an excellent piece 
Story of David Livingstone. (Children’s heroes). of literature. 
Nelson, 1/3 (To be Concluded). 
BOOK LIST. 


titles have 
were omitted some time ago. | 
PHILOSOPHY: 
Westaway, F. H. — Convictions and obsessions. 


Blackie. 10/6 1938 133. 
A history of popular fantasies and delusions, in- 
cluding astrology, alchemy and witchcraft, and 
leading up to an enquiry into the nature of truth. 
RELIGION: 
Roth, C.—The Jewish contribution to civilisation. 


Macmillan. 7/6 1938 296. 
SOCIOLOGY: 
Angell, Sir N.—Peace with the dictators? H. Ham- 
ilton. 7/6 1938 327.42 


Attempts to find the pacifist’s answer to the pro- 
blem of the warlike Fascist countries. Closely 


Cole, M.—Marriage: past and present. Dent. 
7/6 1938 392.5 


| 


3/6 1938 
Describes a new sociological Hun- 
dreds of “observers” scattered over take 


supplies to the editor. The letters W, 
the annotation 


etc., bef 


of cities to 


A survey of internal and external policy. Chap- 
ters on: Defence, Finance, New Zealand and the 
etc., etc. 
Woolf, Virginia —Three gui Hogarth. 
7/6 1938 300. 


A 1938 feminist pamphlet: Mrs. Woolf’s views 

on what women’s attitude should be towards cur- 

rent problems, and particularly way. 
NATURAL SCIENCE: 


Van Nostrand’s scientific 
& Hall. 


S a iow Gp celentl 
i 10,000 entries varying 

from 2 lines to 10 pages. 

small maps, For or 
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APPLIED SCIENCE: 
De Kruif, Paul—The fight for life. Harcourt. 
$3 1938 616. 
Outlines for laymen the efforts of research work- 
disease. 


ers to combat 
Furnas, C. C. & Furnas, S. M.—Man, bread and 
yan Cassell. 10/6 1938 613.2 


A aon account of dietetics, with some inter- 
esting excursions into the history.of food. 
J. S. & Gardner, H. J.—Both sides of the 
ug Ft training for radio work. Lippincott. 
$1.25 1938 - 621.38 
FINE‘ ARTS: Pres of 
Brotherton, F. F. & Hobbs, A. R.—The, amateur 
stage. Oxford U.P. 5/- 1938 792. 
Bury, A.—Oil painting of to-day. Studio. 
7/6 1938 751. 
Reproductions, with brief comments, of the work 
of modern painters of all schools. 
London, Kurt—The seven Soviet arts. Faber. 
15/- 1938 709.47 
An illustrated record of developments in art 
Naumberg, N. ed.—We make the movies. Faber. 
10/6 1938 791.4 
Various leading Hollywood artists and technic- 
ians explain their daily jobs, showing every step 
in the making of a film. 
LITERATURE: 
Dobree, Bonamy, ed.—Introductions to English 
literature. v. 1-4. Cresset ~~ 
6/- 1938 820. 
Each volume contains a brief critical survey of a 
ape of literature, and an annotated 
of the most important books falling within it. 
La, John, ed.—New writing. v.5. Lawrence 
Wishart. 6/- 1938 800. 


TRAVEL: 


Cole, J. A.—Just back from Germany. Faber. 
8/6 1938 914.3 
Impressions of daily life under the Nazi ime. 
Makes no attempt to deal with the political 
issues involved. 
Lewis, C.—The trumpet is mine. P. Davies. 
8/6 1938 919.62 
A highly appreciative description of life in 
Tahiti. 


Sitwell, Sacheverell—Roumanian journey. Bats- 
ford. x 


8/6 1938 914.98 
BIOGRAPHY (B or 920): 
Batten, J.—My life. Harrap. 
8/6 1938 
The New Zealand airwoman’s account of her 
experiences. 
Darwell, the life of ... 


R.—Madcap’s progress: 
John Mytton. Dent. 18/- 1938 
Freeman, J.—American testament. 
16/- 1938 
of the editor of the “New 
the development of his polit- 


SI 


$3 1938 
The life of the wealthy oil “king.” 


Masses 





GvE=ING POST PRINT. 04766 


the English coun- 
a 


eann V.—Mr. Finchley goes to Paris. 
Hodder & Stoughton 


eee eee tw meee 


ee 


| 


bn Fahy Ey BPS 


century. 
Macdonell, A. G.—Autobiography of a 
. Macmillan 


ey 


Philpotts, eee of a_ scroundrel. 
Ph! SactLa wy.i> ss oaine titect er 


A in egoism. 
>, A. G.—Unfamiliar faces. Hodder 
& Stoughton 


ee 


| 
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Wily, H. E. R. & Maunsell, 
LL.D., a New Zealand -A H&A. W. 
Reed, N.Z. 7/6 1938 


Beran 6/- 1938 952. 


7/6 


8/6 


7/6 


7/6 


7/6 


7/6 


7/6 
7/6 


10/6 











